	[image: image3.jpg]



	Directorate of Development and Regeneration Services
John R Harrison  Dip Env P, MRTPI

Director of Development and Regeneration
PO Box 16, 52 Derby Street

Ormskirk, West Lancashire L39 2DF

Telephone: 01695 577177

Website: www.westlancs.gov.uk

Email: dave.thornber@westlancs.gov.uk



[image: image1]
Tree Report - West Lancashire Borough Council           

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Prepared for Cllr John Gordon.

Location. Rufford Recreation Ground, Flash Lane, Rufford.
Report date 15th September 2016.
Site Designation.
Tree Preservation Order No WLDC 20 2002 W1 Woodland
Details MAINLY TURKEY OAK WITH SOME SYCAMORE AND ASH.
Rufford Park Conservation Area.
Terms of reference.
A tree survey has been undertaken in late August 2016 and carried out in the interests of health and safety and to meet the requirements of Occupiers Liability Acts 1957 and1984 
The survey was undertaken by visual assessment from ground level, with the use of sounding hammer to undertake sounding tests where required.
The accompanying plan identifies individual trees some of which are located adjacent to neighbouring properties, Flash Lane and the play area. Individual assessment was carried out due to the higher risk locations.
Some limited work proposals for the woodlands as a whole are included in the tree data and are referred to by their relevant designation on the plan. 
Site Description.

The site consists of a central open area of grass land with a play area, with a wooded area to the north and east of the site (W1 and W2) an area of trees along the western boundary adjacent to the property Oaklands (A1) and a large group of trees (W3) along the southern boundary adjacent to the properties Parkside and Ivy Cottage. There are several trees within the car park area adjacent to Liverpool Road.
Some recent works have been undertaken, (with the appropriate consents) in the vicinity of the entrance two make safe a dead dying tree and the reduction of a damaged tree. Also the removal of several young Sycamore trees that detracted from the setting. 
Woodland Condition.
W1 and W2 are generally in good order. Some suggested management works to maintain footpath access is included in the tree data sheets. 
The wood contains a good diversity of species with a variable age range and a good understory and ground flora.

It recommended that self-set Sycamores are removed and controlled to preserve diversity. 
Also some individual trees have recommended works. 
Discussion, observations.
No urgent works were identified but I would recommend the removal of a large dead branch that overhangs the informal path in T14 as a matter of priority.

The following maters are highlighted.
The trees adjacent to the property Park side T9 to T12 substantially overhang the property and dwelling. Although no specific defects have been identified, it is considered prudent to undertake some pruning works to reduce weight. 

And thereby reduce the risk of branches shedding or splitting to an acceptable level of risk. (Not less than 1 in10,000).
There is no requirement or obligation for the Parish Council to prune these trees to elevate a common law nuisance such as shading, light obstruction and leaf litter.

The owner could potentially undertake works to remove encroaching branches without the Parish Councils permission, but in this instance would require consent form west Lancashire Borough Council for works, as these trees are subject to the above TPO .

However there is a common law duty of care and with regard to safety, which includes a common duty of care towards neighbouring properties.

Also the Occupiers Liability Acts 1957 and1984 require owners to maintain land to an acceptable level of safety.

With regard to T9 to T12 it is considered prudent to do some works to lower the risk of branch failure. 
The same principals also apply to T15.

Due to the location of T13 adjacent to the public highway and the access to the recreation ground some weight reduction works would be prudent.
In A2 is a small area of Japanese Knotweed which may have migrated from one of the neighbouring properties and is indicated on the plan.

This herbaceous plant is has an invasive root system and can cause conflict with native habitats.

It is recommended that a programme of treatment is carried out to prevent further growth. 

Further information can be found via the following link.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=218

If you wish to undertake any of the tree works listed in the tree survey, please notify the Council using the appropriate form which can be found at the following link.

http://www.westlancs.gov.uk/planning/heritage_and_environment/trees,_hedges_and_woodlands/tree_preservation_orders.aspx
The Council’s approved contractor can be found on the Council’s web site via the following link.

http://www.westlancs.gov.uk/planning/heritage-and-environment/trees,-hedges-and-woodlands/arboricultural-contractors-list.aspx

Please contact me should you require any further assistance or information 
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David Thornber

Arboricultural Officer
West Lancashire Borough Council
David Thornber Arboricultural Officer. NDH. Tech Cert (Arbo.A). ILAM Cert. 


